Comparisons: Chama hicksi new species has long been confused with C. sordida Broderip, 1835 (Figure 1 F, G) . The later species has a greatly produced, cornucopia-shaped lower (left) valve that is only moderately attached to the substratum, and has short, even spines on the upper valve, along with a few sporadic wider spines (Figure 1 F-J) . By contrast, C. hicksi has a short, flattened left valve that is usually fully attached to the substratum, and has a combination of short, dense spines and broad, long, flattened spines.
Chama hicksi new species is closest in shell morphology to C. tinctoria Bernard, 1976 . The latter species has shorter spines, the left valve with an interior color of from deep coral red to purple, and a much stronger cardinal tooth in the left valve.
Remarks: Reeve (1846: species 23) illustrated specimens of Chama sordida that do not match Broderip's original illustrations or description (1835a, b) (Figure 1 F-G) . This has led to the confusion as to the identity of this species for over 160 years. Broderip's original specimens have not been located at BMNH, and Reeve's illustrated specimens have been incorrectly segregated as syntypes of C. sordida (BMNH 1950.11.1.52-53) . Bernard (1976: figure 6a ) illustrated the Reeve specimens. Even though the Reeve specimens are from the correct locality, they do not match Broderip's illustrations (1835b) , and are not conspecific with C. sordida. These specimens might represent juvenile C. buddiana Adams, 1852 , but further study is necessary to identify the heavily eroded shells.
In order to stabilize nomenclature, we herein designate a neotype for Chama sordida Broderip, 1835 as SBMNH 136149 (Figure 1 H-J), with a type locality of Mexico, Sinaloa, Mazatlán, offshore. We feel that this specimen, and the original specimens in the lot (SBMNH 149296), come close to matching Broderip's illustration and description. We were unable to find specimens from the original type locality of Isle of Cuna, Panama. Chama sordida is similar to and may be conspecific with Chama corallina Olsson, 1971 , but further study, beyond the scope of this paper, is necessary to finalize this hypothesis.
